X                                       PREFACE.

clients' want of cunning, that gives them the least
appearance of common sense in all their practice.
It is a strange piece of art where fools cheat fools,
and the blind and the ignorant are imposed upon
by the blind and the ignorant.

All the discovery I can make by it is, to note
what a visible difference there is between cunning
and wit; between sleight of hand, as I may call it,
and understanding. It is evident the pretenders
to magic at this time are so far from dealing with
the Devil, that they must certainly be dealt with by
the Devil, that have anything to do with them.

In the first ages they were wise men; in the
middle age, madmen ; in these latter ages, cunning
men: in the earliest time they were honest; in the
middle time, rogues ; in these last times, fools : at
first they dealt with nature; then with the Devil;
and now not with the Devil, or with nature either :
in the first ages the magicians were wiser than the
people; in the second age, wickeder than the peo-
ple ; and in our age, the people are both wiser and
wickeder than the magicians.

I see no great harm in our present pretenders to
magic, if the poor people could but keep their
money in their pockets; and that they should have
their pockets picked by such an unperforming, un-
meaning, ignorant crew as these are, is the only
magic that I can find in the whole science.

The best course that I can think of to cure the
people of this itch of their brain, the tarantula of
the present age, in running to cunning men, as you